
 

 

Minutes of the planning committee meeting 

held at 18:00 on 22nd February 2017 in the Elsted Inn 

Present: Mr K Tregunna, Mr J Daborn, Mr D Dawtry, Mrs Carola Brown 

In attendance: Mr N Ryder (clerk); two members of the public 

1. Appointment of meeting chairman: Keith Tregunna was elected chairman of the meeting 
2. Apologies: None 
3. Declaration of interests: One member disclosed that he is the next-door neighbour to Terwick Mill House 
4. Minutes of the last meeting (5th January 2017) were agreed and signed 
5. Planning application SDNP/17/00396/HOUS  

a. Address: Wembridge House, Chithurst Lane, Chithurst 

b. Proposal: First floor extension over existing single storey eastern element 

c. Decision: a neighbour had expressed support for the application and the committee had no objections 

6. Planning application SDNP/16/05929/FUL (and others) 
a. Address: Terwick Mill House, Mill Lane, Dumpford 

b. Proposal: Tree house (retrospective permission for existing temporary – 5-year - structure) 

c. Discussion: A member of the public expressed the view that the “so-called tree house” is unsightly and fully 

visible from Mill Lane, and is surrounded by other unsuitable landscaping and alterations to what she 

thought was agricultural land. She also thought the whole appearance of this listed property was being 

spoiled by “temporary structures” (eg chicken enclosure, concrete bases, unauthorised fencing, etc) that 

suggested the planning and enforcement authorities were not doing their job.  

d. Decision: the committee voted unanimously to object on the grounds that the tree house is on agricultural 

land and that its surrounds, and other changes to the whole property, were creating an undesirable effect 

on the area. 

The clerk was also instructed to ask the planning officer to keep the council informed on the other applications 
regarding this site, and to make sure that future deadlines allowed the council to take into account all information 
pertinent to the applications. 

7. Update on enquiries about carport at Spring Cottage, Trotton 
The householder (Mr Homan) was attending the meeting and argued that the area in question had been used for 
car parking for some considerable number of years and that his carport was not creating any new impediment to 
common land, and was not therefore in breach of the restrictions regarding common land. He also argued that he 
had seen maps showing that the area in question was not common land. The clerk was instructed to produce 
current plans from the Land Registry and to read out the guidance sent by the planning officer on section 38 of 
the Commons Act 2006. As a result, the committee agreed that the carport is on common land and probably falls 
within the definition of “restricted works” under the Act. After further discussion, the clerk was instructed to 
write to Mr Homan to suggest that he take all necessary retrospective steps to comply with the regulations 
regarding common land. 

8. Update on community land trust considerations 
The clerk reported that he had written to all neighbouring parishes to enquire whether any were considering, or 
had started, setting up community land trusts, but had not received any encouraging responses. There was some 
discussion of protecting the parish against unwanted development by agreeing a neighbourhood development 
plan (NDP), but members felt this was beyond the parish’s resources and the clerk pointed out that the parish 
should achieve the same protection by the development plan being assembled by the South Downs National Park. 
This would not, though, provide for housing reserved for local people. It was agreed that the Chichester adviser 
on community land trusts should be invited to attend a future parish council meeting to discuss this issue. 

9. Next meeting: To be decided depending on planning applications. 
10. Note for future agenda: Discuss listing request for Trotton Gate Garage 


