
 

MINUTES OF A COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday 13th July 2016 at the Southdowns Manor at 20.00hrs   

Present: Mrs C. Brown (chairman), Mr J Daborn, Mr D Dawtrey, Miss R Hodgson, Miss Katherine MacKellar, Mr 

Gordon McAra (WSCC), Mr N Ryder (clerk), Mr Andrew Shaxson (CDC), Mr D Stiles, Mr K Tregunna 

Members of the public present: Mr Graham Murray 

1. Apologies: None 

2. Disclosure of Interests: None 

3. Public Questions: None 

4. Reports from district & county councillors 

a. GM (West Sussex CC) reported that: 

i.  recent results showed the two local schools (Rogate and Stedham primary schools) had both 

just reported good results after some difficult periods. 

ii. WSCC was planning to reduce opening days / times for local recycling centres to save £2m. A 

consultation period had now ended and the decisions would be announced shortly. There was 

likely to be little effect on the Midhurst centre apart from opening times being slightly 

reduced and open days being cut by one more day. 

iii. County council elections would use the same boundaries as before 

iv. Operation Watershed is still running and grants can still be sought for any work required to 

prevent flooding. 

v. There are still funds available for grants for non parish council organisations but applications 

should be made as soon as possible. 

b. AS (Chichester DC) reported: 

i. Chichester DC is progressively reducing the subsidies it has traditionally added to council 

precepts, which reduce our precept by less than £50 pa over the next few years. 

ii. A change has been proposed to a right of way just outside our parish at Elsted but, as this will 

result in improved rights of way (along the disused railway track) it is not likely to be a 

concern to us. 

iii. A councillor commission group has been doing a study of small rural councils and its report 

should be available soon. 

5. The minutes from the council meetings held on 11th May 2016 and 22nd June were approved. 
6. Matters arising from the minutes: 

a. Queen’s birthday grant: the bench had been made and fitted by Cedarwood Joinery; the council 

grant had been received and Cedarwood paid and thanked. 

b. DD had taken the council’s historic documents to the CDC archive. 

7. The annual return had been submitted to the external audit and made available for public inspection. 

8. NR had completed a compliance check on the council website and reported that it was only 25% 

compliant. He would work with DS to remedy this (see item 9 below) and would continue compliance 

checks on other council practices to report to future meetings. 



9. The council’s existing website had been created using a retail content management system and DS and 

NR reported that it would be difficult to achieve compliance using this system. They proposed to use a 

specialist in small council websites to create a new site, using a newly-registered domain. A budget of 

£500 for creating the website and associated systems, with running costs of £350 pa (including domain 

fees) was approved. It was decided to go ahead as proposed but to retain the council’s existing name 

and to register the domain of trotton-with-chithurst.org.uk. 

10. The proposed budget for 2016/17 was approved, with the suggestion that a fund should be 

established within the budget to build up a reserve for replacing assets and covering election 

expenses. The revised budget, which also shows new items of planned expenditure, is attached. The 

new finance committee was authorised to approve expenditure within the agreed budget. 

11. CB had been offered one hour of free training on our defibrillator and agreed to consult Chithurst 

Monastery (who have offered a venue for the training) on suitable dates. Once this has been arranged, 

the training session (open to all) will be advertised via the noticeboard, website and Bridge. RH agreed 

to be the site contact for the ambulance service and KT was authorised to spend £226.50 on new 

batteries for the equipment. 

12. KT had consulted a conservation specialist friend about the milestone and received instructions on 

how it should be treated. DS agreed to consult the SDNP Authority conservation officer to see if he 

could help. KT reported that Maple Ridge Garden Centre is now in administration by Opus and is being 

managed by Convivial Management. It seems that several other garden centres are interested in 

buying it but none of the 6 bids received so far has been acceptable, although the current owner is still 

hoping to bring in another investor to help him bid for it.  

13. DD had completed the annual safety inspection of the Chithurst churchyard. 

14. DD had asked Maple Ridge about the possibility of using their land for the village bonfire; they seemed 

willing to help but it will depend on their sale process. The Stephens had offered the use of their field 

but this would limit the size of the event and parking would be difficult. Other possible sites were 

discussed and DD will continue to pursue possibilities. RH urged that the council should try to find 

some land that could be leased or purchased; with Maple Ridge and the Keepers Arms up for sale and 

the lease of the Elsted Inn is up for sale, the council faces increased difficulty in staging any events, 

which might make this a good time to ask for grants for this purpose. DS agreed to approach Trotton 

Farm and other council members agreed to make other enquiries. 

15. DS asked to have cycle-ways added to the agenda for the next meeting – particularly the proposal to 

extend the Stedham cycleway further towards Trotton. 

16. The next meeting will be at 8pm on 14th September, venue to be confirmed. JD apologised in advance 

but will be on holiday. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

I would like to welcome our new parish clerk, Neil Ryder, who has recently moved to the village and who has 

bravely taken on this job on a voluntary basis.  Neil has made an excellent start with his comprehensive review 

of the PC activities and we look forward to working with him. 

Neil is now officially the first point of contact with the parish council, via the website, email or phone, so 

please get in touch with him if you have any concerns or queries about parish matters.   You are still welcome 

to contact your parish councillors direct if you prefer. 

Please remember that members of the public are welcome to attend any parish council meetings – the dates 

and venues are posted on the website and the parish notice boards in good time before each meeting.  

Mrs Carola Brown,  

Chairman. 


