
 

MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish council members are summoned to a virtual meeting  

to be held on Wed, 11th November, 2020 commencing at 18.00hrs  
Members of the public and press are welcome and encouraged to ‘attend’ but, as this is to be a ‘virtual’ meeting,  

those who wish to do so should email the clerk by 8 Nov for details at: clerk@trotton-with-chithurst.org.uk. 
Neil Ryder, clerk 4th November 2020 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Disclosure of Interests 
To receive any disclosure by members of personal interests in matters on the agenda. 

3. Council membership 
a) Resignation of Barry Cooper (following that of Darren Stiles reported previously) 
b) Co-option of new members: nominations: Chris Cullen, Colleen Homan 
c) Election of new chairman of the parish council: nominations: Dave Dawtrey 
d) Election of new RFO (responsible financial officer): nominations: Chris Cullen 
e) Discussion on other responsibilities (eg open spaces / environment) 

4. Public questions 
The next ten minutes are available for the public to express a view or ask a question on relevant matters on the 
following agenda.   

5. Reports from district and county councillors.   

6. Minutes from the council meeting held on 30th September 2020.  
Matters arising (mainly covered in items below) 

7. Finance:  update on finance for year-to-date: see meeting papers  
a) Current position – revised budget, bank statements etc 
b) Payments requiring authorisation before next meeting 
c) Initial discussion about budget for next year (needs to be agreed in Jan) 
d) Request for donation towards running costs for START Community Trust 
e) Request for contribution towards extra speed monitor to be shared with Rogate PC – see item 9b 

8. Rights of way 
Update on complaints about increasing restrictions on walking paths – especially both ends of track from Terwick 
Lane to and beyond Keepers Cottage.  

9. Environment / highways  
a) Operation Watershed – CB update  
b) Motorbike noise: update by KM / NR 
c) Winter (road ) maintenance plan - TR 
d) “The Great Sussex Way”: funding offer for tourism – see below 
e) West Sussex transport plan review survey – details circulated 

f) Updates on current projects / plans 
a) Trees in Chithurst graveyard – NR update 
b) Telephone box opposite St Georges – DD update  

10. Information for councillors that are considered urgent or to be included on future agenda. 

11. Date of next meeting: 13th January 2021 

Continue with meetings 2nd Wed every other month? At 8pm or 6pm (or other time)? 

 

Note: Supporting papers are appended below and were available on our website by the weekend ahead of the meeting 

 

  



Notes on agenda items 
 

 

Item 3: council membership 
b) Government has decreed no elections until next year, so all vacancies to be filled by co-option; due notice was 

given for nominations – two residents responded: Colleen Homan & Chris Cullen. Members need to vote on co-
opting these two. 

c) Dave Dawtrey is the only nomination for the chair but needs to be elected and CDC informed. 
d) Barry Cooper was the RFO and this role is a legal requirement. CC has volunteered and is an accountant. 
e) BC was also the member dealing with open spaces and the environment.  

Item 7: finance 
a) See attached reports 
b) Annual fee for trotton.community domain £55.13;   Midhurst Community Bus: £250 
c) See first draft of 2021-22 budget in meeting papers – for discussion, not decision at this stage 
d) Request for donation to START Community Trust (£60) – see attached letter  
e) Rogate PC have bought a speed monitor for £900 to tackle speeding in Rake; they want to buy a second for the 

A272 and are asking us and Stedham to contribute (and write to police & WSCC & MP) – suggest £200-250? 

Item 8 
So far, no residents have asked for further details of how to apply for a right of way 

Item Environment / highways 
a) Op Watershed:  WSCC has approved the suggested work on drainage down to Trotton bridge and have asked for 

3 quotes 
b) KM update + suggestion from NR to contribute to Rogate speed monitor – see item 7e 
c) Letter from WSCC forwarded to TR 
d) “The great Sussex way” – support for local businesses – email received as follows: 

Dear Parish Clerk 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Directors of Visit Chichester the Tourism Body for Chichester District.  We have been 
very fortunate to receive new funding from the District Council this month and among a number of new initiatives we have 
created a post Covid-19 recovery programme.  We intend that this will benefit all tourism related businesses in the District 
such as bed and breakfast establishments, pubs and self-catering suffering from the impact of the pandemic and lead into a 
bright future once thing have started to return to something closer to “normal".  Our intention is to utilise our newly 

created “The Great Sussex WayⓇ” brand. 
Visit Chichester is seeking to identify businesses that need help across the District, to appoint a tourism champion in as 
many Parishes as possible and provide all of those businesses with free membership for 2021.  Membership has many 
benefits including access to our website and marketing activity. 
Therefore I would be grateful if you could either identify such businesses in your Parish so that we can invite them to join us 
or agree to circulate a brief note on our behalf to those most in need.  If you would like to know more before providing the 
information or simply want to be able to pass on this information for us I would appreciate hearing from you. 
Thank you,  
Richard Cole M.Inst.M.E.(Dip)  M.I.D.M  
Company Secretary  
Visit Chichester 
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MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

held on Wednesday, 30th September, 2020 commencing at 18:00hrs  

 
Members present: Carola Brown, Barry Cooper, Dave Dawtrey, Kathryn Mackellar, Thais Robertson, Neil Ryder,  

Also attending:  Nicky & Peter Campbell (part owners / sellers of Keepers Cottage), Veronica Carter, Katherine 
Entract & Jonathan Langham (buyers of Fernbank), Liz & Rob Merrick (Steddles Cottage), 

  Duncan Robertson (Goldrings Farm) 

1. Apologies for absence: None  

2. Disclosure of Interests: None 

3. Election of a new chairman of the parish council 
There had been only one nomination, Barry Cooper, who was elected unanimously. BC thanked Darren Stiles for 
his excellent work as previous chairman and said he would do his best to follow in his shoes. BC reminded those 
present that the parish council has a duty of due diligence and neutrality in relation to any disputes between 
parties in the parish, and that the suggested actions in the agenda for item 5 were intended to be evidence of that 
due diligence and neutrality. 

4. Minutes from the council meeting held on 9th September 2020.   
The minutes were approved and there were no matters arising 

5. Agree the procedure for looking into the ROW issues discussed on 9th September (track off Terwick Lane) 
Before proceeding to the suggested actions, BC confirmed that the PC had made the decision at its last meeting 
that it was not going to pursue an application for a public right of way, but needed to consider what level of due 
diligence was appropriate. He also summarised an offer he had received from the owner of Goldrings Farm to 
make the path between Keepers Cottage and the right of way adjacent to his farm a permissive path. This could 
offer a route for walkers on the Western edge of Goldrings Warren to reach Trotton Common, without going 
through the Keepers Cottage path. He suggested that this might satisfy the complainants, although JL made the 
point that, unless the Cowdrey Estate similarly allowed permissive paths through the rest of the Warren, this was 
unlikely to help. 
NC emphasised that the uncertainly over the PC’s intentions was delaying the sale of Keepers Cottage and pressed 
for urgency. BC moved to the suggested actions on the agenda and asked whether NR had contacted the 
neighbouring parish councils; NR said he had spoken informally to Rogate, and had heard that the PC had won an 
appeal in their case but it was now going to a public inquiry, but he had not yet been able to talk to the lady 
leading the case there so he had not verified this or asked about the details. Elsted had offered a large file on their 
(less recent) case and he had not yet spoken to Harting or Stedham. There was some disagreement over the need 
for the PC to obtain ownership information for parts of the track, which BC felt could be a lot of work. 
After further discussion, BC suggested limiting the PCs further involvement to posting a notice informing  
residents that the PC had looked at the procedure complainants would need to follow, and could provide more 
information if required. It was agreed that BC would draft a list of the requirements and members would approve 
this by email. 
[All guests left the meeting at this point] 

6. Approve a notice and procedure to fill the casual vacancy created by the resignation of the former chairman 
The draft notice was approved and would be posted once it had been registered by the recording officer 

7. Planning application SDNP/20/03424/FUL 
a) New Barn Farm Dumpford Lane Trotton GU31 5JN 
b) Change of use of redundant barns to dwelling and garage/workshop with associated works 
c) Recommended 

8. Date of next meeting: 11th November 2020  



Budget update
Item actual budget to date planned expected

201920 202021 202021 202021 202021 % variance
re budget

Costs

£2,688.53 -£1,669.78 £1,957.49 -£3,477.27 -£1,519.78TOTALS -8.98%

Brought forward £3,685.58 £6,374.11 £6,374.11

Carried forward £4,704.33 £4,854.33 3.2%£6,374.11

£6,374.11

£8,331.60

Latest bank balances: £8,331.60
Current a/c Reserve a/c Total
£5,318.96 £3,012.64 Bank balance should agree with "Carried forward" for "to date" column

Wages £0.00 £0.00 Clerk is voluntary - notional salary use for churchyard maintenance (see below)£0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Training / professional bodies £0.00 £0.00 No training planned£0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Travel £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Interest / finance costs £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Insurance -£335.00 -£335.00 -£343.55 £8.55 -£335.00 0.0%
Other finance £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Legal and auditing £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Dues and subscriptions -£240.00 -£135.00 SSALC and Open Spaces Soc membership cancelled ; ICO registration £35; provision for members 

attendance at seminars & conferences £100.
-£35.00 -£100.00 -£135.00 0.0%

Office supplies & postage -£149.52 -£200.00 Annual report cancelled so budget reduced£0.00 -£50.00 -£50.00 -75.0%
Online services -£762.61 -£700.00 Website £300 p.a.; domains £100 p.a. ; Office 365 £300 + £100 for call-in facility - to be reviewed 

during the year
-£406.22 -£293.78 -£700.00 0.0%

Repairs & maintenance -£280.80 -£250.00 Contingency for noticeboard / defibrillator repairs etc - no current plans£0.00 -£250.00 -£250.00 0.0%
Churchyard maintenance -£1,152.00 -£2,600.00 £500 for Trotton (in lieu of clerk salary); £350 for Chithurst churchyard (not optional); includes 

£1,750 (pessimistic) for felling tree in Chithurst graveyard and £528 in court fees delayed from last 
year (paid for by church supporters - see above)

-£528.00 -£2,072.00 -£2,600.00 0.0%

Donations / amenity services -£432.00 -£1,000.00 Midhurst Community Bus £500 (2019-20 donation made early this year - this year's due); donation 
to START £60?

-£525.00 -£475.00 -£1,000.00 0.0%

Other / contingency £0.00 -£250.00 Contingency allowance (not used in 2019-20) - contribute to Rogate speed detector?£0.00 -£250.00 -£250.00 0.0%
Sub-total:  costs -£3,351.93 -£5,470.00 -£1,837.78 -£3,482.22 -£5,320.00 -2.74%

Precept £3,000.00 £3,000.00 Same since 2016/17£3,000.00 £0.00 £3,000.00 0.0%
Interest income £6.06 £6.06 Estimate£1.10 £4.96 £6.06 0.0%
VAT reclaim £2,034.40 £294.16 Actual VAT incurred in 2019-20 and reclaimed end May 2020£294.16 £0.00 £294.16 0.0%
Funding £1,000.00 £500.00 From church-related fund - contribution towards tree felling / court costs; no other fuding planned at present£500.00 £0.00 £500.00 0.0%
Other income £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 £0.00 0.0%
Sub-total:  income £6,040.46 £3,800.22 £3,795.26 £4.96 £3,800.22 0.00%
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Item
2019-20 2020-21

% variance

Budget plan:  2020-21

actual budget

Costs

-£1,178.33 -£533.55TOTALS

Brought forward £6,374.11 £6,374.11 0.0%

-55%

Carried forward £5,840.56 12%£5,195.78

Wages £0.00 £0.00 Clerk is voluntary - notional £500 salary use for churchyard maintenance (see below)0%
Training / professional bodies £0.00 £0.00 No training planned0%
Travel £0.00 £0.00 0%
Interest / finance costs £0.00 £0.00 0%
Insurance -£343.55 -£343.55 "3-year fixed" amount excluded renewal fee!0%
Other finance £0.00 £0.00 0%
Legal and auditing £0.00 £0.00 0%
Dues and subscriptions -£35.00 -£135.00 SSALC and Open Spaces Soc membership cancelled ; ICO registration £35; provision for seminars & conferences £100 (not used previous 

year)
286%

Office supplies & postage -£50.00 -£200.00 Annual report restored to budget £125; stationery allowance £75300%
Online services -£700.00 -£700.00 Website £300 p.a.; domains £100 p.a. ; Office 365 £300 + £100 for call-in facility - to be reviewed during the year0%
Repairs & maintenance £0.00 £0.00 Contingency for noticeboard / defibrillator repairs etc - defib battery required in August 20210%
Churchyard maintenance -£2,600.00 -£850.00 £500 for Trotton (in lieu of clerk salary); £350 for Chithurst churchyard (not optional)-67%
Donations / amenity services -£1,000.00 -£1,310.00 Midhurst Community Bus £250 ; START running costs £60; allowance for other possible projects £1,00031%
Other / contingency -£250.00 -£250.00 Contingency allowance0%

Sub-total:  costs -£4,978.55 -£3,788.55 -24%

Precept £3,000.00 £3,000.00 Same since 2016/170%
Interest income £6.06 £5.00 Estimate-17%
VAT reclaim £294.16 £250.00 Estimate-15%
Funding £500.00 £0.00 No current plans-100%
Other income £0.00 £0.00 0%
Sub-total:  income £3,800.22 £3,255.00 -14%

Page 1 of  106-Nov-20
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START Community Trust 
Steps, Trotton 

W Sussex, GU31 5EP 
Website: www.steps-ct.org.uk 

Tel: 01730 207447 
Email: info@start-ct.org.uk 

 

Mr Dave Dawtrey 
Chairman 
Trotton with Chithurst Parish Council 
 

Donation to running costs 

Dear Dave / PC members 

Wearing my hat as chairman of START Community Trust, I would like to make a request for your parish 
council’s help in funding the annual running costs of our community land trust. 

As you know, START was established to help tackle the shortage of truly affordable housing in our area of the 
South Downs – specifically the parishes of Rogate, Stedham with Iping and Trotton with Chithurst. We are one 
of the 263 legally incorporated Community Land Trusts in England and Wales, which have built 935 homes so 
far and have over 17,000 members (we have just under 100). They are part of the community-led homes 
movement , which has some 16,000 much-needed homes in the pipeline. I know that your parish council 
appreciates the need for affordable housing in our area, if we are to prevent it becoming a glorified 
retirement home, and we hope you will back the CLT movement in urging the government to modify its 
proposals for a new planning regime, so that it better accommodates the work that CLTs are doing, 
particularly in rural areas. 

All three parishes have lost (particularly younger) residents, and found it hard to attract essential workers, 
due to the rising cost of housing in the South Downs, and our mission is to do something about that trend on 
behalf of all three parishes. 

As you saw from the annual report we sent you, we received nearly £10,000 of start-up funding in our first 
year, and three quarters of that went on consultancy advice and registration costs. We currently estimate our 
annual running costs at between £1,000 and £1,500, although we are looking at ways of reducing them 
without prejudicing our ability to operate efficiently and to continue to broaden our appeal to our 
communities, whose support we will need once we find suitable sites for affordable homes. 

We still have some of our start-up funding available but we are trying to raise some £500 p.a. from the three 
parish councils to eke that out to cover our costs until we reach the stage of having houses to rent out. Rogate 
parish council has already donated £300 and we are asking Stedham-with-Iping and Trotton-with-Chithurst 
parish councils to make similar donations, in proportion to their populations (so £170 and £60 respectively). 

Can we therefore please ask your parish council to put £60 towards this good cause that you helped to set up? 
I will, of course, declare my interest at the PC meeting that discusses this and recuse myself from voting on it! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

A Neil Ryder,   chairman 

http://www.steps-ct.org.uk/
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Neil Ryder

From: Sue A Furlong <Sue.Furlong@westsussex.gov.uk> on behalf of Operation 
Watershed <OperationWatershed@westsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: 30 September 2020 15:03
To: Neil (clerk)
Subject: FW: Operation Watershed - Trotton Bridge Drainage Improvements 
Attachments: Draft Technical Scope Template.docx; Site plan.pdf; Trotton Watershed 2019 Price 

Schedule.pdf; Contractor Names.docx; active_community_application_form.docx; 
Community Commitment Statement Supporting Document.docx

Hello Carola and Darren 
  
I have looked into this and apologise that I had thought someone had come back to you 
earlier in the year. Looking at the correspondence we had asked our Highways and Drainage 
colleagues for their comment on the CCTV report and Landbuilds draft scheme. 
  
Landbuild have suggested a section of work located near the bridge as something that could 
be done under a single set of 2-way lights incorporating the bridge the quote you sent 
through attached. 
  
Due to the difficulties with Traffic Management unfortunately would make it extremely 
difficult to replace the upstream sections from the gully under Operation Watershed so we 
have passed this over to our Highways Team to consider any further action. 
  
However Highways colleagues feel that the element being proposed would still benefit the 
area concerned. 
  
If the Parish Council wish to progress with this proposed scheme the next steps are 
  

 Obtain further quotes - As this scheme is over £5,000 in cost Operation Watershed 
ask that applicants obtain quotes from 3 contractors or demonstrate that they have 
approached at least 3 different contractors for quotes.  

  
I have attached contractor details who have supported Operation Watershed 
applications however this is not definitive list and if the Parish Council have alternative 
contractors they are looking to work with please let me know as we need to ensure 
that they are licenced to work on the Public Highway 

  
I’ve transposed the Technical Scope information onto a template that the Parish 
Council can use along with the site plan when engaging with Contractors for a quote. 
They may also ask to look at a copy of the CCTV report to understand the condition of 
the existing infrastructure. If you need a copy of this please let me know. 
  
Standard construction details that are quoted on the scope can be located on our 
website 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/10709/standard_construction_details.pdf in 
case Contractors ask. 

  
 Application Form - Enclosed is a copy of the application form template and guidance 

notes around the community commitment element of the form. Due to the location 
there will be disruption to traffic using the road and would look to the Parish Council to 
work with the nominated contractor to ensure this is communicated to Parish 
Residents and those immediately affected. 
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Any questions please get in touch. 
  
Many thanks 
Sue 
  

Sue Furlong | Operation Watershed, West Sussex County Council |  
Location: 2nd Floor, East Wing, County Hall, Chichester   

Internal:23834 | External: 033022 23834/Mobile 07595964236 | E-mail: operation.watershed@westsussex.gov.uk 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
From: Carola Brown <carolajbrown123@gmail.com>  
Sent: 10 September 2020 10:59 
To: Kate OKelly <Kate.OKelly@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Subject: Fwd: Op Watershed 
  
 ---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Neil (clerk) <clerk@trotton-with-chithurst.org.uk> 
Date: Fri, Jan 10, 2020 at 6:43 PM 
Subject: Op Watershed 
To: Kate O'Kelly <kate.okelly@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Cc: Carola Brown <carola.brown@trotton-with-chithurst.org.uk>, Darren (Nobby) Stiles <darren.stiles@trotton-
with-chithurst.org.uk> 

  

Dear Kate 
When you have time to look at our minutes, you will see that I agreed to ask you to chase up the Watershed team 
on our behalf. You will remember that they paid about £13k to have a cctv survey done on the A272 approaching 
Trotton bridge. Carola sent the survey results and repair recommendations back to them and later followed up by 
sending them a quote from Landbuild for the work. That was some months ago and she has heard nothing back. I 
can imagine that they are quite busy after the very wet autumn we suffered but surely they should at least 
acknowledge Carola’s messages and the quote? It would be a shameful wasted of ratepayers’ money for them to 
have paid for that (ridiculously expensive) cctv survey and then not to follow up! 
  
Could we please ask you to give them a prod? 
All the best,   Neil 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it has come to you 
in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to anyone else nor make any other use 
of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you 
should carry out your own checks before opening any attachment.  
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Neil Ryder

From: Sue A Furlong <Sue.Furlong@westsussex.gov.uk> on behalf of Active Communities 
<active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: 05 November 2020 16:13
To: Neil (clerk)
Cc: Active Communities
Subject: Totton with Chithurst - Farmers & Contractors Winter Agreement
Attachments: Trotton with Chithurst Maps.pdf; Trotton and Chithurst PC - Dumpy    bag locations 

(2).pdf; Trotton and Chithurst PC - Dumpy    Bag locations (1).pdf

Hello Neil 
 
With recent nights frost it reminded me to get in touch regarding this winter support by 
farmers & contractors. The plan is not to send out an agreement for winter 2020/21 unless 
any of the routes or information has changed from 2019/20. 
 
Please can you: 
 

 Confirm that the gritting maps are still correct 
 Provide copies of PLI certificates covering winter 2020/21 (up to April 21) for – Mr 

Tristan Parks, ACS 
 Email addresses for 2 key contacts that will receive the winter trigger information – 

one of whom should be the Farmer/Contractor. 
 
Please note Farmers & Contractors are not eligible to participate in the pre-arranged financial 
contribution until they have submitted a valid PLI certificate. 
 
Any questions please let me know. 
 
Many thanks 
Sue 
 
 

Sue Furlong | Community Initiatives Principal Theme Lead, Partnerships and Communities Team, Communities & Public 
Protection , West Sussex County Council | Location: 2nd Floor, East Wing, County Hall, Chichester  

E-mail: active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk 

 
 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it has come to you 
in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to anyone else nor make any other use 
of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you 
should carry out your own checks before opening any attachment.  
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Neil Ryder

From: Jamie Dallen <jamie.dallen@westsussex.gov.uk> on behalf of CCD Local Transport 
Plan <CCDLocalTransportPlan@westsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: 05 November 2020 15:30
To: CCD Local Transport Plan
Subject: West Sussex Transport Plan Review Survey

Dear All, 
 
West Sussex County Council has started a review of the West Sussex Transport Plan (WSTP). The current plan, 
which covers the 2011-26 period, needs to be reviewed to take account of changes to national and local 
policy, such as the Government’s legally-binding commitment to achieve net zero carbon by 2050. The 
new plan will set out how we aim to continue supporting the economy and communities while protecting 
the environment.  We will consider the best approaches to tackle key transport issues such as congestion, 
road safety and pollution, and set out our plans for all modes of transport.  
  
We are asking stakeholders, such as local groups, authorities and transport providers, to complete a 
survey to gather information about their key issues and priorities.  The survey is accessible to all, so 
individual members of the public can also submit their views if they wish to do so. The survey closing date 
is Thursday 17th December 2020. To complete the survey please visit: 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/WSTPsurvey 
 
The survey results will help shape the draft version of the plan, which will be published for public 
consultation in summer 2021.  We aim to adopt the plan in early 2022. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like to get in touch with the team, please contact 
ltp@westsussex.gov.uk; 01243 642105. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Transport Planning and Policy Team 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it has come to you 
in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to anyone else nor make any other use 
of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you 
should carry out your own checks before opening any attachment.  




