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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON   
Wednesday 9th January 2019 in St George’s church, Trotton at 20:00 hrs 

Members present: Carola Brown (chairman), Dave Dawtrey, Katherine Mackellar, Neil Ryder (clerk) 
Also attending: 4 members of the public  
1. Apologies: Andrew Shaxson 
2. Disclosure of Interests: None.  
3. Public questions: None  
4. Reports from district and county councillors 

a. Report from AS (CDC):  

• A 27: Informal reports suggest that Highways England has deemed both the routes put forward by 
WSCC, CDC and Gillan Keegan MP (in consultation with local people) as unaffordable, and further 
that the southern route, entailing underpasses, is also deemed technically unfeasible and the 
northern route is not compliant with National Policy (as concerns National Parks).  The next steps are 
not clear but use of the A272 as an alternative route is likely to be prolonged.  

• CDC finances: the government’s settlement is as expected but the reduction in discretionary income 
may be greater than anticipated – eg car parking income is £100k less than anticipated a year ago, 
and that was a already a budgeted reduction of £300K;  planning income is £140k less than 
anticipated due to a reduction in major applications being submitted; CDC is also under pressure to 
pick up some of the social responsibilities that WSCC has had to reduce due to their dire financial 
position – understandable but possibly a dangerous precedent to agree! Parishes could also be put 
under pressure to take on responsibilities, as with bus routes.  

• SDNP Local Plan Examination in Public (EIP) – took place in November and December. There was 
relatively little public interest but the Inspectors’ decision is currently anticipated in April.  

b. Report from K O’K (WSCC): 

• Midhurst Community Hospital: A hub for severe frailty for rural North Chichester district is proposed 
for Midhurst Community Hospital and KOK is on the steering group. This would be a vanguard project 
integrating health and social care, with some community beds for step-up admissions, which should 
reduce unwelcome hospital admissions. A public meeting is planned on 26th Feb at 3-5pm.  

• Bus update: KOK’s motion to retain services and for WSCC to take more time to explore the options 
of partnership and to find other funding streams was defeated;  it was watered down with an 
amendment looking at Community Transport to fill the gap. The cabinet member will propose a 
budget cut of £300k from the budget for subsidised bus routes (subject to budget approval in Feb) 
and bus operators will be informed in January. WSCC have not yet published the routes to be cut or 
reduced. The next local group meeting is on March 12th in Compton. 

• Budget Challenge: Substantial reductions have been proposed to support for various housing related, 
families in crisis and minimum income causes, despite strong appeals from Stonepillow, NHS, police, 
ditrcit and borough councils and others. Various mitigation measures were still under discussion. 

• Velo South: A review of Velo South has been deferred  - more urgent items have replaced it on the 
committee agenda for 14 Jan – it is now expected to be discussed on 13th March 2019 – 10.30 

• Economic Development: the central government has reduced the cost of the gigabit for business 
scheme - the vouchers are now £2500 rather than £3000. WSCC will be one of the authorities that 
will be included in a pilot to keep 75% of business rates – which will be used mainly to boost 
economic development and specifically for broadband. Midhurst division has the most properties in 
the county without superfast broadband and is being included in the gigabit roll out. 

• Electric Vehicle Strategy: The government is setting targets for at least half of new cars to be ultra-
low emission by 2030, and all vehicles to have zero emissions by 2050. From Monday 3 December to 
Friday 11 January 2019, West Sussex County Council is conducting an online survey to gather 
residents’ thoughts on electric vehicles and charging points to help inform and shape its strategy: 
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https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/your-opportunity-to-help-inform-the-county-s-electric-
vehicle-strategy 

• KOK’s Drop Ins: 
- Milland: stores – 10th January 10.30-12.30 
- Harting: White Hart – 24th Jan 10.30-12.30 
- Rogate: Village shop – 11th Feb 10.30-12.30 

5. Minutes of last meeting – 12th September 2018: These were approved and signed. All outstanding items were 
already covered in the agenda except: 
a. Posts and fencing on Terwick Lane: NR investigated the complaint raised about the new agricultural fencing 

on Terwick Lane and reported that WSCC did not control the verges, that the placing of the new fence did 
not restrict the passing place and that it was well within the field boundary (which goes to the edge of the 
surfaced road). The landowner said that the fencing was necessary for stock control and pointed out that 
the passing place was not a formal passing place and was provided as a courtesy. Leaking effluent from the 
septic tank at the Keepers Arms: this was actually a blocked drain just outside the property and NR had 
reported this to WSCC.  

b. Footpath on the field adjacent to Terwick Lane / Trotton Road: the farmer will erect a further sign if 
necessary when the crops grow. 

c. Speeding traffic on Dumpford Lane between the Southdowns Hotel and Dumpford: Southdowns Manor had 
agreed to reinforce their existing request to customers to respect local residents. It was agreed that, if 
complaints persist, it would be worth renewing earlier discussions with the “20 is plenty” campaign. 

6. Council membership and 2019 election plans 
a. Two members (Rosie Hodgson and Keith Tregunna) had warned that they would probably resign soon. 

Residents had been invited to let members know if they were interested in membership, and two had been 
in touch so far.  

b. NR explained that when he received a resignation, he would be legally obliged to advertise the vacancy for 
two weeks and, if more nominations are received than the places available – or if any 10 residents called 
for it – the PC would have to hold an election, which could cost £850 - £1,000. As local elections are already 
due in May, when all positions on the council would be open to nominations, it would be much simpler and 
cheaper if the members could postpone their resignations until April, to avoid the possibility of having two 
(or even three) elections in the next few months. 

c. After some discussion, it was agreed that RH and KT should be encouraged to wait until April before 
resigning if possible. NR agreed to meet prospective members to describe the rôle in more detail. 

7. Finance:  
a. Update on finance for year-to-date:  

Updated budget and transaction reports and bank statements had been circulated and there were no 
unexpected changes to the budget since the last meeting. 

b. Approval of planned payments:  
A payment of £56.45 for the new domain (trotton.community) required to set up Office 365 (see item 8h 
below) was authorised. 

8. Updates on current projects / plans: 
a. A272 footpath / pavement:  

- property deeds had been received from all owners and a draft plan and proposal had been circulated; 
- a local resident had called CB and said he had ordnance survey maps going back to 1912 and that the 

right of way along Old Rectory Lane had been on all of them, suggesting that the path reported across 
the field must have been informal – so the idea of seeking restatement of this as a right of way was 
probably invalid; 

- one landowner was not prepared to make property available for the walkway unless the right of way 
down Old Rectory Lane was moved to the route suggested in the draft proposal; 

- one landowner had expressed strong reservation about the plan to divert the right of way and felt that 
Rother Lane would be a more suitable and cheaper route; 

- one landowner had made it a condition of donating the verge that the walkway from Trotton bridge to 
Terwick Lane must be a formal pavement, not a soft path; 

- NR reported that applications to WSCC to “divert or extinguish public rights of way are not being 
accepted at this time. Presently, there is a considerable list of applications awaiting attention, which 
may take several years to work through.”  

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/news/your-opportunity-to-help-inform-the-county-s-electric-vehicle-strategy
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After some discussion, it was agreed that CB would ask the resident for a copy of his 1912 maps and that 
NR would ask WSCC if old rights-of-way maps are available. Unless it could be shown that the right-of-way 
along Rectory Lane was not the original route, the walkway project would be abandoned until WSCC was 
ready to accept applications to change rights of way. 

c. Community Land Trust (CLT): Rogate, Trotton & Stedham have all agreed to form a joint CLT. The National 
CLT network and CDC have funded the initial start-up and registration of the legal structure (community 
benefit society) should go ahead within weeks. 

d. Funding for legal work in setting up charitable trust for amenity fund: NR and DS had put this on hold 
pending work on the CLT (see 8d) as it might be possible to set up the trust within the CLT. If not, the work 
on setting up the community benefit society structure for the CLT would clarify the issues for the trust. 

e. Telephone box opposite St George’s church: CB had sent of the £1 payment to acquire the box but had not 
yet heard anything further. DD agreed to ask a friend if he was prepared to make a replacement door. KT 
had asked for someone else to take over responsibility for looking after the defibrillator in Mill Lane and 
Barry Cooper had agreed to take this on subject to a discussion with NR about the details. 

f. Operation Watershed: CB had not yet contacted WSCC to follow up the CCTV survey but agreed to do so as 
soon as possible. 

g. Chithurst graveyard: the dead willow had been removed by Chithurst Monastery’s contractor for £500; NR 
and DD had discussed the large ash tree overhanging the church with several experts and had been warned 
that if, as they believed, it was already suffering die-back, it should be cut down as soon as possible. Once 
the bird-nesting season started (late March) it would not be possible to cut the tree down until October - 
by which time, it would probably be too far advanced for a tree surgeon to take it down without specialist 
equipment, which could cost £6-7,000 or more. CB agreed to take over responsibility for trying to find the 
cheapest was of having the tree taken down responsibly as soon as possible. NR and DD had done the 
annual inspection of the graveyard while they were there. 

h. Office 365 launch & GDPR compliance: NR had finally managed to get public sector pricing and initial setup 
for the Microsoft Office 365 email / file store / admin systems for the council to make it GDPR-compliant. 
As the trotton-with-chithurst.org.uk internet domain had already been registered, he had been forced to 
register another domain (trotton.community) to get the new secure system setup. He still needed to try to 
associate the two domains and help the council members to set up their user accounts. 

9. Planning / enforcement update: CB gave a summary of recent decisions as reported in the committee’s minutes. 
10. Date of next meeting: 13th March 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


