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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON   
Wednesday 13th November 2018 in St George’s church, Trotton at 20:00 hrs 

Members present: Carola Brown (chairman), Dave Dawtrey, Rosie Hodgson, Katherine Mackellar,  
Neil Ryder (clerk), Darren Stiles, Keith Tregunna 

Also attending: 2 members of the public  

1. Apologies: Kate O’Kelly (WSCC), Andrew Shaxson (CDC)  
2. Disclosure of Interests: None.  
3. Public questions:  

a. NR had been asked to raise the issue of new posts and fencing being erected along 2 stretches of Terwick 
Lane, and whether these were on WSCC verges. NR had ascertained that WSCC did not control the verges 
on either stretch. After discussion it was agreed that NR should contact both owners and ask why they had 
erected the posts. 

b. There had been a complaint about leaking effluent from the septic tank at the Keepers Arms. NR agreed to 
raise this with the owners. 

c. The footpath across the field adjacent to Terwick Lane / Trotton Road had been altered so that it no longer 
runs in a straight line between the “finger posts”. When the crops grow and walkers cannot see a track, 
they are likely to trample the track straight between the posts. It was agreed that NR should contact the 
farmer (Mr Davey) to ask him to rectify the situation. 

d. Residents of Mill Lane had complained about speeding traffic on Dumpford Lane between the Southdowns 
Hotel and Dumpford. DS pointed out that the speed limit on this road is 60mph so there is little the PC can 
do. However, it was agreed that NR should write to the hotel manager and ask him to make a polite 
request to guests. 

4. Reports from district and county councillors 
e. Report from AS: see appendix. 

It was suggested that NR and DS should submit an application for funding from the Community Initiative 
Fund for legal advice on setting up the proposed Trotton Community Amenity Fund as a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation. 

f. Report from K O’K: see appendix 
5. Minutes of last meeting: 12th September 2018: These were approved and signed. All outstanding items were 

already covered in the agenda.  
6. Council membership and 2019 election plans:  

a. KT and RH were both expected to move out of the parish before the 2019 elections and said they would 
like to stand down from the PC at the elections in 2019. Members agreed to consider potential members 
and it was agreed that the next R&T News article should appeal for interested residents to contact the PC. 

g. As NR had not handled an election before, he had researched the process and reminded members that: 

• CDC will write soon asking if the PC would distribute election nomination forms – ie to existing members 
and via noticeboards and website 

• All existing members must get 2 nominations to re-apply 

• Any new nominations would be advised to the clerk 

• In terms of costs payable by the PC, there would be three possible outcomes: 
1. Our election is uncontested (ie nominations do not exceed places): we pay about £200 admin fee 
2. Our election and CDC election contested: we split the approx. £850 evenly – ie we pay about £425 
3. Our election contested but CDC election uncontested: we pay full £850 

7. Bus consultation and working party  
a. WSCC is due to discuss bus subsidies in December and has a consultation closing on 17 November – which 

DS encouraged members to complete. 
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b. DS summarised the latest meeting of the working party: the 54 and 91/92/93 routes would be affected if 
WSCC decides to cut subsidies next month. These routes costs about £120,000 each to run and the 54 
makes a much bigger loss as the 91/92/93 routes are shorter and better used. There had been suggestions 
that parish councils should be asked to subsidise routes that served their parishes, but there is no specific 
proposal yet. 

8. Trees in Chithurst graveyard  
a. The dead willow and small ash were to have been removed by the Chithurst Monastery contractor on 14 

Nov at a cost of £500 to the PC, but this had been delayed. It was expected to be completed soon.  
b. It was hoped that the contractors would use their “cherry-picker” to photograph some upper areas of the 

large ash tree to see if it is diseased, but DD was fairly sure the disease had started and the PC had been 
advised that the cost of removing the tree if it is left for long and does turn out to be diseased would be 
very high, because it would then not be safe to climb. It was agreed that CB, DD and NR should continue to 
seek a professional tree surgeon that could take down the tree before the disease progresses much further, 
in return for keeping the wood. 

9. Finance 
a. Update on finance for year-to-date:  

NR had circulated an update to the financial position since the last meeting. The main changes were: 

• The finance committee had approved payment of an invoice of £750 for grass-cutting at both churches – 
this was well within the budget 

• RH had succeeded in winning a grant of £250 from CDC for the village remembrance day event 

• VAT repayment of £433.25 was expected shortly 
c. Memberships of SSALC and SLCC: CB and NR reported that they felt neither body offers good value for 

small PCs and it was agreed that NR should cancel both subscriptions  (worth some £150) 
d. Donation to R&T News: NR reported that Rogate PC donates £100 pa towards the running costs of the 

magazine and proposed that Trotton with Chithurst should contribute pro rata – ie £25. This was agreed. 
b. Approval of planned payments:  

The following payments were authorised: 

- £250 donation to Midhurst Community Bus – as per budget 
- Up to £300 for Microsoft Office 365 services – quote finally obtained but fee not yet confirmed 
- £500 for felling one willow and one ash tree at Chithurst church 
- Repayment to RH for Remembrance day event – bulbs, seeds, refreshments (as pre receipts ~£60) 
- £80 for two folding tables at Trotton church (from remembrance grant) 
- £25 donation to R&T News  

e. Proposal for budget and precept for next year – see meeting papers 
NR had circulated a proposed budget that he had agreed with the RFO (DS). He pointed out that there were 
three amounts that were not included in the budget because the amounts could not yet be finalised: 

• Election expenses: £200 – 850 

• Large ash tree in Chithurst graveyard (see item 8b above) 

• Bus subsidies (see item 7 above) – as discussions were at an early stage, the amounts discussed were 
very tentative and it seemed likely that all parishes would resist subsidies until the following year. 

DS and NR pointed out that the budget still showed reserves carried forward of nearly £3,500 and this 
could be used to cover these issues, if they arose, with the precept then raised if necessary the following 
year to rebuild reserves. The other option would be to raise the precept as a precaution, to protect 
reserves, but this could result in a large surplus. It was unanimously agreed that the precept be maintained 
at £3,000 for 2019-20 and the budget was approved as it stood. 

10. Updates on current projects / plans:  
a. A272 footpath / pavement: as a follow-up to the suggestion at the last PC meeting of creating a footpath 

alongside the A272 between Rother Lane and Terwick Lane, a meeting had been held just prior to the PC 
meeting with landowners affected by the proposal. All landowners were prepared in principle to donate 
the required land, although the Pilleys (who own most of the affected land) would want this to be 
conditional on diverting the right of way through Old Rectory Lane to go through Hop Field. 

It had been agreed that NR should circulate a summary of the proposal for agreement by those present, 
which could be used to consult local residents before involving the county council. However DD reported 
that he had only remembered after the landowners’ meeting that the path from Dumpford to the A272 had 
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originally run through Hop Field. Members agreed that if this had been a right of way, so that the proposal 
would be asking to restore – rather that divert – a right of way, this could significantly improve its chances 
of success. It was therefore agreed that, before circulating a summary, NR should attempt to find out 
whether the original right of way was through Hop Field. 

b. Community Land Trust: Rogate, Trotton & Stedham had all agreed to form a joint CLT. National Community 
Land Trust had granted funds of £1,600 for the initial start-up and this had been used to join the national 
association of CLTs and to pay Sussex Community Housing Trust to help set up the chosen Community 
Benefit Society structure and to advise on next steps. CDC had indicated that further funding would be 
available to cover legal and other startup costs. The next meeting f the steering committee was due on 30th 
November. 

c. Telephone box opposite St George’s: A meeting had been arranged with OpenReach on 6th December 
d. Operation Watershed: the CCTV survey had been completed reporting multiple cracks etc. CB agreed to 

follow up with her Op Watershed contact to see what the next step should be. NR had suggested that the 
ideal would be if new drains could be laid underneath the proposed footpath, although he realised this was 
optimistic! 

e. Joint event calendar with Rogate: Two further concerts had been arranged – the first one in early Dec. 
f. Iping / Trotton fire: Members felt that the recent fire training exercise on the Common suggested that SWT 

recognised their lack of training previously, but NR was still pressing for a response from SWT to the joint 
letter with Stedham PC. 

g. Trotton bonfire: The event was successful, partly thanks to good weather, but final counting of the 
proceeds was not yet complete. 

h. Velo South follow-up:  WSCC had agreed to arrange meetings with parish councils before deciding on any 
application to reinstate the event. 

11. Planning / enforcement update  
a. Planning committee members were irritated by the refusal of the application re Terwick Mill conservatory, 

on some grounds that they disputed, but it was understood that the owners were to submit a new 
application, so no further action had been agreed at this point. 

b. The committee had received a complaint about a new wall and new, very high, gates at Dumpford Manor 
Farm, for which they had not seen an application. NR was instructed to consult the planning department to 
see if they were aware of the work. 

12. Date of next meeting: 14th January 2019 
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APPENDIX 
Item 2b: Report for Trotton PC 14th November 2018 from Andrew Shaxson (District councilor) 

1. A 27:   Whilst not directly affecting the parish, the A 272 suffers from rat-running and otherwise diverted traffic.  We are 
awaiting Highways England updates, in the meantime major developments around Chichester will (Should) trigger some 
remedial work.   This is not intended to improve the capacity, just deal with any extra flow. 

2. The Grange: District Councillors of all political colours who represent Midhurst and its hinterland are agreed that the 
potential Care home will not help the viability of the town.  We and others will be doing what we can to try and address this 
situation, noting that there is a contract with the Care home provider subject to planning permission being granted.  It has 
been called in by the SDNPA.    

3. SDNPA Local plan Examination in Public:  Started yesterday, there are sessions dealing with all contentious issues over 9 days.   
Why not sit in on it, watch democracy in action – we hope?   Harting Parish Council and some other organisations and 
individuals criticised the premise that it is a ‘Landscape-led’ plan.  The first purpose of a National Park, enshrined in law, is to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and Cultural Heritage of the Area.  Arguably that is not so, as according to 
the SDNPAs Sustainability Appraisal 78% of the allocated sites that are outside areas with Neighbourhood Plan are deemed 
to have an uncertain or potentially negative landscape impact (natural beauty), 51% an uncertain biodiversity impact 
(wildlife), and 43% an uncertain or potentially negative effect on cultural heritage.   What will the inspector make of that?  
Understandably he presides over the Examination with a poker face, but are there interesting times ahead.  Note, the press 
wasn’t in attendance.   

4. Planning Conservation and Heritage Officers:  Trotton is not alone in being concerned about the way this important work is 
currently being handled.  The two posts remain unfilled, a locum officer is currently undertaking the work.  Officers thought 
they had filled one post, but the person pulled out the day before she was due to take it up.  Members have asked why, no 
answer to date?  

 

Item 2b: Report for Trotton PC 14th November 2018 from Kate O’Kelly (county councillor) 

1. Bus Update 
The consultation closes on 18th November. WSCC bus group are meeting on 20th November – picture will be clearer after that 
meeting. Our local NW Bus Group meets on 27th Nov - 6pm – Rogate Village Hall. Scrutiny committee at WSCC will be 
discussing bus subsidies on 6th December – public can attend. Cabinet member for Highways makes his decision about bus 
subsidies after this meeting. It is possible that Parishes /Towns and Districts and Boroughs will be consulted about partnering 
with WSCC and helping to pay for these non-commercial but valued services. 

2. Cycling motion 
I lead a cycling debate at the last Full Council at WSCC. There was cross party support for more work across department at 
WSCC – including public health , environment and highways to improve our cycling infrastructure and the number of people 
cycling. I will continue to push this agenda forward. 

3. Changes to the planning system to fast-track “non hydraulic fracking” 
The Government is currently consulting on proposed amendments to the planning system in relation to the exploratory 
phases of shale exploration.   The proposal is to allow this exploration to proceed under permitted development rules. This 
was debated at last Full Council at WSCC– there was cross party support for these decisions to be taken locally.    

4. Presentation on Refill  
National and local campaign to reduce Single Use Plastics. Organisations and shops can sign up to be part of Refill 
www.refill.org.uk. WSCC and CDC are signed up - hoping to roll this campaign out across the District and County. 
Presentation on Your energy Sussex. An energy supplier for Sussex – 100% renewable – increasingly more will be generated 
locally from solar. The aim is not to profit, but to help residents to switch from big 6 and save. www.yourenergysussex.org.uk 
or call 0800952001 

5. Community Initiative Fund 
There were no applications in this round from across the North West of the County – there is money left for this financial 
year – If any groups  in the Community are looking for funds for their initiative it is a good time to apply – next allocation is in 
March 2019. www.spacehive.com/movement/westsussexcrowd 

6. Velo South 
No more news yet – but WSCC have released a statement saying they are reviewing the situation and will be arranging a 
series of targeted parish meetings – I have asked that they publicise  these events soon, so we all know where and when they 
are talking with the community. 

7. Kate’s Drop Ins 

• Harting – The White Hart – 19th November 10.30-12.30 

• Milland – Stores - 29th November 10.30 - 12.30 

• Rogate – Village Stores – 10th December 10.30-12.30 
 

http://www.refill.org.uk/
http://www.yourenergysussex.org.uk/

